






SECTION 4 - OUR TEAM AND EXPERIENCE

Table 4.1 - Some relevant experience

Manchester City Council

Wolverhampton City Council

Open Space, Sport and Recreation Facility Local Needs
Assessment

PMP is currently undertaking an open space, sport and
recreation study on behalf of Manchester City Council, one of
the largest cities in the country and one of the most rapidly
changing cities.

The study includes an audit of all existing open spaces and
indoor sports facilities covering over 1300 sites.

An extensive public consultation programme has also been
implemented which included a household survey; drop in
sessions in varying neighbourhoods across the City and
workshop sessions for local residents which were set up
through the Manchester Community Network Group. Internet
surveys were also a successful data collection tool.

Additionally, an officer survey was carried out in recognition of
the high numbers of employees that the City council has.

Following the adoption of local standards, the application of
standards will consider existing shortfalls and surpluses and
consideration will also be given to the impact of proposed
regeneration initiatives and opportunities arising through new
development. The rapidly changing environment is a key
challenge across the City and it will be essential that
opportunities arising through the regeneration initiatives are
maximised.

Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study and Playing
Pitch Strategy

Wolver-hampton is characterised by low participation in sport
and recreation and also suffers from high levels of deprivation.

This study involved all phases of the PPG17 process from
data collection right through to prioritisation.

An extensive local needs consultation exercise was carried
out including an on street survey and focus groups involving
different sectors of the community. Focus groups and a
programme of postal surveys were also used to target specific
user groups such as sports clubs. The views of children and
young people were captured through an internet survey that
was implemented through schools. Local youth workers also
promoted the survey and over 1300 responses were received
from children and young people, providing a statistically robust
indication of the views of this sector of the population. Drop in
sessions were also undertaken around the City in order to
capture the views of visitors and workers.

This extensive consultation programme ensured that the
resulting local standards considered the differing needs of all
residents and that all community groups and user groups had
a chance to participate.
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Client ' Project '

North Shropshire District
Council

Stoke on Trent City Council

11..
~Trent

ScUK, Sport England and
Coalfields Regeneration Trust

Oldham MBC

City of York Council

Open Space Requirements of Senior Citizens· focus
groups were held with senior citizens in order to understand
their specific needs with regards to open spaces and sports
facilities and to identify barriers preventing this community
group from using existing facilities

Sport and Active Recreation Strategy - a key part of the
study was to investigate the leisure needs of specific hard to
reach groups in the City. Workshops were undertaken with
members of pre existing groups including Age Concern and
the YMCA and discussion sessions were held with community
groups including older residents, Asian women and young
people from deprived areas.

Monitoring and Evaluation of Outreach Programmes ­
PMP are currently evaluating the success of a number of
schemes. A key element of the monitoring of programmes .
designed to combat social inequality is consultation with
groups that the schemes target.. PMP have recently been
consulting with residents and young people in deprived
communities running discussion sessions and informal
conversations within their local communities.

Open Space Needs Assessment and Audit

PMP were appointed by Oldham MBC to undertake an
assessment of local need. Oldham is characterized by diverse
communities and targeted workshop sessions were a key
feature of this project. These sessions were used to obtain the
views of diverse sectors of the population. including BME
groups, young children and disabled groups.

Assessment of Local Needs

A large project covering all five stages of the PPG17 process
and resulting in a green space strategy for the City of York.

The diverse nature of the City council area represented a
challenge, with consultations revealing different expectations
in the outlying rural areas in comparison to the inner City
urban areas.

PMP has also completed a linked piece of work for the Council
assessing existing open spaces within the York Northwest
Area Action Plan boundaries and the likely impact that the
regeneration projects will have on the demand for open space,
sport and recreation facilities. The regeneration of the area
provides an opportunity to maximise the benefits derived from
the open space network.
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Hull City Council

Hull
City Council

Assessment of Local Needs

PMP are currently working with Hull City Council undertaking
an audit of eXisting green spaces and sports facilities while
simultaneously carrying out community consultation.
Consultation will include residents from all sectors of the
community and will be geographically distributed to ensure
that all residents have their say. Consultations carried out
recently as part of other studies will also be integrated within
the report and the key themes emerging from the consultation
programme will be reflected in the recommended local
standards.

Lancaster City Council
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Newcastle
City Council

Kirklees Metropolitan Borough
Council

0•. ·· Kirklees
COUNCIL

Ryedale District Council

PPG17 Assessment

PMP have recently completed an open space, sport and
recreation assessment on behalf of Lancaster City Council.
The study considered the needs of both residents and visitors
to the area and took into account the proximity of the Lake
District. Opportunities for new open spaces in the City were
limited and increased linkages between existing sites and the
countryside were considered to be of priority importance. The
report will inform the production of Development Plan
Documents and Supplementary Planning Documents and is
also being used as the basis for development control and
s106 funding decisions.

Walker Riverside Open Space Needs Assessment

PMP were appointed to bring specialist expertise and
experience to an open space, sport and recreation needs
assessment for the Walker Riverside Regeneration area.
Extensive consultation was carried out with residents of the
local area in order to determine the most appropriate type of
open spaces for the area.

Open Space Demand Assessment and Playing Pitch
Strategy

A pilot open space, sport and recreation study was carried out
in three wards of Kirklees authority including an audit of
existing open space, public consultation and the setting of
local standards. PMP also undertook a playing pitch strategy
on behalf of the Council, investigating the adequacy of the
level of pitch provision to meet current and projected future
demand. The strategy includes site-specific recommendations
for the future delivery of football, cricket, rugby and hockey.

Open Space, Recreation and Sport Facilities Study

B\,lilding on an existing open space, sport and recreation
facility audit, PMP undertook an assessment of local demand
and derived local standards for each of the typologies outlined
in PPG17. The study considered the impact that the rural
nature of the district had on the demand for facilities and
consideration was also given to the impact on the demand for
open space of the three growth options identified within the
draft core strategy issues and options paper.
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Client Project :

Hambleton District Council

HAMBLETON
-- - -- - ------- -- ---- . -- .- --- -

- - - - .. -- --_... - -
DISTRICT COiIJr~Cll

London Borough of Bexley

Knowsley Borough Council

Halton Borough Council

Open Space, Sport and Recreational Study

PMP undertook an audit of all existing open space, sport and
recreation facilities in the district alongside a series of
consultations designed to encourage public involvement.
Following the adoption of the recommended local standards,
PMP also provided advice to the Council regarding the
development of appropriate policies for open space in the
Local Development Framework.

Open Space, Sport and Recreation Framework
PMP are currently working with London Borough of Bexley to
develop a strategy for the future delivery of open space, sport
and recreation facilities in the borough. This study is being
undertaken in compliance with PPG17 taking into account
national and regional guidance. Following submission for
public consultation, PMP will be considering representations,
responding to them and taking them on board where
appropriate.

Knowsley Local Plan Inquiry

Following the completion of an open space study, we
submitted an Open Spaces and Green Spaces Topic Paper as
a background paper to the Local Plan Inquiry setting out
PMP's methodology and it's compliance with PPG17 and
PPG17 Companion Guide. PMP submitted several site
rebuttals using the findings of the study and acted as an
expert witness during the Public Inquiry process. The Local
Plan has now been adopted by the Council following the
inspectors report.

Open Space Strategy and Playing Pitch Strategy

The strategy investigated whether the current level of open
space and playing pitch provision was sufficient in the areas of
quality, quantity and accessibility and involved extensive
public consultation including household surveys, 'drop in'
sessions and on site user surveys as well as detailed
landscape design input. Overall the strategy provided a
detailed assessment of local need, and resulted in the
development of policies for open space in the Borough. It was
integrated with a PPS ensuring a full understanding of
demand for pitch sports in the Borough.
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'The report is very
comprehensive and
will provide an
excellent evidence
base when making
planning decisions
and producing our
LDF' Julia Baish,
Huntingdonshire
District Council.

PMP were appointed as expert
advisers to run a workshop for the
Council to provide a background on
the integration of PPS and PPG17.
PMP are now working with the
Council to produce a PPS PPG17.
These studies are both particularly
important for the Council ensuring a
robust evidence base on which to make future decisions
arising from the growth agenda in the Camb~idgeshire Sub
Region. '

An Integrated Open Space
Assessment for HuntingdonshireHuntingdonshire District

Council

Wellingborough BC Planning for Open Space, Sport
and Recreation

'I would like to thank
you for all your hard

.work, time and
patience in producing
this important
document, that will
assist the Councilln
informing policy and
decision-making'
Jackie Browne, BC of
Wellingborough

,; Wellingborough PMP undertook an analysis of an
existing open space audit,
assessment and consultation to set
local standards for Welling Borough.
The project involved reviewing the
eXisting strategies and studies in
Welling Borough, supplemented by
a household questionnaire
undertaken by PMP. A formula for
developer contributions was set as
part of the project building on a best practice review and in
consultation with Council officers.
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Your investment

5.1 We have presented a fee estimate in Table 5.1 overleaf based on our interpretation
of your brief, our experience of undertaking a significant number of similar studies
and our desire to provide a high quality output.

5.2 The finished outputs must be capable of withstanding scrutiny, providing robust
evidence for the PPG17 study as well as wider strategic planning. To provide this,
PMP will not cut corners; we will give you the highest quality research, analysis and
reporting.

5.3 However, we recognise that with such a wide ranging brief there may be a need to
put different levels of resources into different tasks in order to maximise the
effectiveness of the study for you. With that in mind, we will be delighted to amend
our fee proposal and resource allocation in discussion with you.

5.4 We have set out overleaf a breakdown of the investment required for each stage of
work in line with your brief.

5.5 In summary, the total fee required for the local needs assessment totals £37,852.50.
This fee is based on up to four client meetings plus the assumptions outlined in this
document and in Appendix A. Within this fixed fee, Carolyn Wilkinson will manage
the input of all team members to ensure time, skills and expertise are used to
maximum effect.

5.6 This fee is exclusive of VAT. Expenses include travel, subsistence, administration
(excluding consultation set up), photocopying, telephone calls, normal postage and
report production (up to 5 copies of each final report and a CD Rom).
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Figure 5.1. Fee breakdown
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Project management, £2,500 Project Director - 3
administration, set up and
attendance at meetings Includes four meetings Project Manager - 15

with relevant Council
Officers and one meeting Research Manager - 10
with relevant Executive
Members Research Consultants - 20

On Street Survey £10,700 Project Manager - 7

Research Consultants - 10

ESA - Approx 14 days

Household Survey (postal £4,000 Project Manager - 4
&online) - Leeds
residents and Workers (includes postage and Research Consultants - 14

data inputting) hours

External stakeholder £ 2,500 Project Manager - 14
consultation -

Includes postal surveys
and telephone
consultations with Research Consultants - 25
National, Regional ~nd hours
Local Agencies and 6
face to face meetings
with key local
stakeholders

Focus groups I Face to £4,350 Project Manager - 25
face consultations

Includes 2 workshops
Research Manager - 28

(Parish Councils I Youth with Parish Councils, 3

Forums I Residents focus groups with

Groups I School Schools Councils, 2

Councils) focus groups with Youth
Forums and 2 workshops
with local residents. If
additional workshops
with local residents and
young people were
required, these would be
charged at £450 per
session.

Postal and Online £1,500 Project Manager - 4
Surveys Includes postage for Research Consultants - 28

postal surveys
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(Ward memb~rs / Council
staff / Young people /
u~er groups)

Data inputting, analysis £10,500 Project Director - 10
and Report Preparation
(assumes up to 10

Includes draft and final Project Manager - 45
analysis areas)

versions of both City
Wide and EASEL area Research Manager - 30

reports. Includes GIS Research Consultants - 80
analysis.

Sub Total £36,050

Expenses @ 5% £1,802.50

TOTAL £37,852.50
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Summary of the key study requirements

Req'~ite~ents . . :' .....: \" !,::~ .-: .H~~'~~-ryi-~~c'~~:th,e '~~'q~'i~~m'ents,' ';', ..;; "'~::":,;,
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Carrying out primary market
research into current demands for
open space, outdoor sports and
recreation facilities and identify local
needs by consulting local
communities.

Ensuring that all communities are
represented during the assessment
of local needs including hard to
reach groups

Ensuring that the local needs
assessment directly informs the
PPG17 assessment

We have proposed an extensive
programme of consultation and market
research with a choice of response
channels - in writing, internet, email, text
messaging and face-to-face.

Our extensive programme of consultation
ensures that all sectors of the community
will be represented as well as user
groups and other organisations. We have
significant experience of a range of
innovative consultation techniques and
will tailor these to each group in Leeds.

Having completed over 70 PPG17
studies on behalf of both public and
private sector clients, we have a detailed
understanding of the requirements of
PPG17 and can therefore ensure that the
assessment is robust, as well as
providing advice and guidance on the
integration of the local needs
assessment within the standards setting
process. We have developed a robust
approach to setting standards that has
been tried and tested during Local
Development Framework examinations.
We are comfortable that the consultation
programme proposed by the Council will
enable a robust needs assessment.

5.7 We look forward to the opportunity of discussing our proposed methodology and fee
proposal with you at the interview and working with you on this important study.

5.8 For further information on this proposal please contact Carolyn Wilkinson, Project
Manager on 0161 2355570 or carolynwilkinson@pmpconsult.com..
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References

Dave Wallace
Head of Planning Policy
Shrewsbury and Atcham Council
The Guildhall
Frankwell
Quay
Shrewsbury
SY38HQ
Tel: 01604837636

John Roberts
Assistant Development Officer
City Development Team
City of York Council
9 St Leonard's Place
YORK
Y017ET
Tel. 01904551464

And finally...some kind words about us

Matt Wedderburn
Senior Development Plans Manager
North Shropshire District Council
Edinburgh House
New Street
Wem
SY45DB
Tel: 01939232771

Maurice Brophy
Senior Planning Policy Officer
Lancaster City Council
Town Hall
Dalton Square
Lancaster
LA11PJ
Tel. 01524 582000

. ortUhity on behalf otNewcastle. City Council to thanl<the
kahd.e)(pettis$:fhfJynav,epro·;'~· . . ,". "';"thfJOpen " ....
":. . .~t~j . . :::ol/lPe.il);
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