








Ben Kelly
Planning Perspectives LLP
24 Burton Place
London
W1J 6NE

Our Ref: D/LEE/1 .4

14 May 2008

Dear Mr Kelly

Proposal: New sports facilities
Site: Abbey Grange School, Butcher Hill, Leeds LS16

Thank you for consulting Sport England on the above pre-application proposal.

It is understood that the site forms part of, or constitutes a playing field as defined in the 1996
Statutory Instrument No.1817, in that it is on land that has been used as a playing field within the
last five years, and the field encompasses at least one playing pitch of 0.4 ha or more.

Sport England has therefore considered the application in the light of its playing fields policy. The
aim of this policy is to ensure that there is an adequate supply of quality pitches to satisfy the
current and estimated future demand for pitch sports within the area. The policy seeks to protect
all parts of the playing field from development and not just those which, for the time being, are laid
out as pitches. The Policy states that;

,. Sport England will oppose the granting of planning permission for any development
which would lead to the loss of, or would prejudice the use of, all or any part of a playing
field, or land last used as a playing field or allocated for use as a playing field in an
adopted or draft deposit local plan, unless, in the judgement of Sport England, one of the
Specific circumstances applies. JJ

Reason; Development which would lead to the loss of all or part of a playing field, or which
would prejudice its use, should not normally be permitted because it would permanently
reduce the opportunities for participation in sporting activities. Government planning
policy and the policies of Sport England have recognised the importance of such activities
to th~ social an economic well-being of the country.

The proposal entails the development of new facilities on the existing playing field consisting of an
all weather floodlit hockey pitch, grass training pitch, two 7-a-side rugby pitches, 10 5-a-side
football pitches, pavillion and carparkjng. The development will result in the loss of a rugby pitch,
football pitch, floodlit redgra area, running track and various rounders pitches. Given that the
development is for new sports facilities there is the potential for the development to meet
exception E5 in that:




